






Dean’s Newsletter

Neighborhood Health 
Centers for the Underserved 
in New Orleans

In the immediate aftermath of Katrina, 
under the extraordinary leadership 
of Dr. Karen Desalvo, Tulane School 

of Medicine established a clinic for the 
underserved and indigent in the Covenant 
House on Rampart Street. This innovative 
clinic was financed by grants from 
Johnson and Johnson and the Qatar 
Katrina Foundation, an organization 
funded by the People of Qatar. Karen 
and I strongly believe that we need to 
start two or three more clinics in the city 
using this model. In order to accomplish this goal we have brought in an expert, Dr. Harvey Makadon, to advise 
us. Harvey has already done much of the groundwork and will be in New Orleans the week of Jan.14. He will 
create a business plan that will include the scope of services, a budget, the options for financing, and possible 
locations. Tulane School of Medicine can and must demonstrate how to provide high-quality  cost-effective care 
to disadvantaged people in our community.  In my next newsletter, I will share our findings.

Life Sciences Library

Bill Postell has very ably led the Rudolph Matas Medical Library for 33 years.  He has decided to retire.  
Please join me in thanking him for his devotion to Tulane and wishing him well as he starts this new 
phase in his life. The Matas Library, which serves both the Schools of Medicine and Public Health and 

Tropical Medicine, will now be managed by Lance Query, the Dean of University Libraries and Academic 
Information. Dean Buekens, Dr. Query and I are seeking outside advice as to how to modernize our 
library. In the meantime, we will start to upgrade the Matas Library physical facility. 

Appointments
n Dr Lee Hamm has graciously accepted the position of 
Executive Vice Dean for the School of Medicine. He will, of 
course, continue in his role as Chair of the Department of 
Medicine.  I am very grateful to him for agreeing to assume 
this additional role and truly respect his leadership and 
value his colleagueship. 

 
n Mary Brown joined us November 1 as the Vice President 
for the Tulane Health System. Mary was the CEO of Ochsner 
Hospital and then advised many health care systems around 

the country.  She is an outstanding healthcare administrator and just the leader we need in order to develop our 
healthcare system.

Pictured Dr. Karen Desalvo



n I am very pleased to announce that Dr. Karen Desalvo, C. Thorpe Ray Chair in Internal Medicine 
and Chief, Section of General Internal Medicine and Geriatrics, and a nationally known leader in 
healthcare policy, has accepted the appointment of Vice Dean for Community Affairs and Healthcare Policy.

A few personal thoughts

Signs of hope can be seen everywhere. There is a quiet but 
powerful revolution going on in this city. This year our medical 
school received 8300 applications for 175 places. Pre-Katrina there 

were 6800 applicants; this is a large increase especially considering 
that nationally fewer students are applying to medical school (based 
on 2006-7). Young people, wonderful young people with spirit are 
being attracted to N.O for the opportunity to make a difference. Tulane 
is the only research university in the USA that requires public service as 
a requirement for graduation. I am really proud of our medical students.

The scientists, physicians, nurses and technicians, men and women 
who returned after the storm to rebuild are truly people of courage. 

Not only do they have to contend with ongoing personal challenges, but they also have to help rebuild 
our university and city. I have huge respect for them. Most days I shine a virtual mirror at them and 
say look what you have achieved in the last two years; did you know you had it in you? Imagine what 
we can build for tomorrow. It is a privilege to be a member of the Tulane family. 

My best to all of you in 2008. 

Regards

Ben

I have started to 
keep a diary of 
my experiences 
in New Orleans 
which I have 
begun to share 
with family and 
friends. I wrote 
the following:jan
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